SPAIN     AND     THE     HUTSUT     SONG       IQI
The Germans bombed Madrid one night from Hamburg.
For practice, Goering ordered a flight of the Condor Division
to take-off from Hamburg, fly high and undetected over
France, bomb Madrid, and return non-stop to Hamburg.
Even Franco did not know this until after the war.
As the first great modern city to be bombed by fleets of
planes, I remember the impact of the news and photographs
of Spaniards living in the subways. How long ago that
seemed ; how sensational it seemed then that people could
be driven to this. How natural it seemed now that people
would take this shelter, take it as a matter of course, use
it as naturally as any other facility a city offers.
When I stood in the subway in Madrid it was this
naturalness, and not the drama, that struck me. Possibly
this was due to the subway itself. New, built only in 1924,
it is spacious and elaborate, comparable only to Moscow.
The Madrid subway is really something. Completely en-
cased in sparkling white tile, you descend beautiful broad
steps from the street. You strike a landing and go on down
again, for the subway is very deep. You are really far
underground. The platforms are immense, the tiled walls
of each platform meeting in the bow of a great arch over the
tracks.
I thought of Harry Hopkins5 experience on his visit to
Stalin in Moscow, immediately after Germany's attack. On
this initial visit Hopkins was alone. He went by flying-boat
from Scapa Flow to Archangel, a long and dreary trip,
then by Russian landplane to Moscow, the pilot doing a
little hedge-hopping on the way. It was tough going, and
Hopkins was all in. Stalin warned that the Nazis were
coining over nearly every^ night, explained to Hopkins that
.he should sleep in an air-raid shelter, told him that his
Russian OGPU escorts would show him where. But the
President's envoy spent that night at our embassy.
No cordial greeting from Stalin when they met at the
Kremlin in the morning. Hopkins knew instantly that some-
thing was wrong, and it was. Stalin's first remarks were a
challenge :
" Mr. Hopkins, you did not spend last night in the
shelter ! " Apparently, when Stalin said something, he
meant it. And Hopkins decided that Stalin would not have